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Our members were delighted with 
the recent trip to London!   A bright 
spring day in London set the 
perfect scene for a truly 
memorable outing as eighteen 
members of Stroud Evening WI, 
joined by a few invited friends, 
travelled to the capital to see 
Queen Elizabeth II: Her Life in Style 
at The King’s Gallery, Buckingham 
Palace.  

From start to finish, the day felt 
special. The committee had 
thoughtfully organised every detail 
— from securing exhibition tickets 
to arranging a comfortable minibus 
with convenient pickup and 
drop-off points — making the 
journey smooth, relaxed, and 

Under glorious sunshine, spirits 
were high as we arrived at the 
gallery. Inside, members were 
captivated by the exquisite 
display of the late Queen’s 
wardrobe: iconic ensembles, 
beautifully tailored coats, 
sparkling evening gowns, and the 
craftsmanship that defined a 
lifetime of public service. Many 
commented on how moving it 
was to see these garments up 
close, each one carrying a story 
of duty, elegance, and history. 

Lunch was enjoyed picnic-style, 
with members unpacking their 
sandwiches and flasks in a 
cheerful cluster — and the day 
held one more surprise.  
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celebrity speaker Rowan 

Suart, please join us.  
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FANTASTIC DAY OUT (cont’d) 

To celebrate our Treasurer’s birthday, the 
group produced a cake and a hearty chorus 
of “Happy Birthday,” much to her delight. 

The outing blended culture, companionship, 
and celebration in equal measure. Judging 
by the smiles (and the many photos taken!), it 
was a day that will be fondly remembered. 
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STROUD EVENING AGM 

Our AGM saw the departure of our President 
and long serving Treasurer. Much 
appreciation was given for all our volunteers 
that help to keep our branch running. Pat 
and Gill who manage the raffle each month 
bringing wonderful prizes, Maggie, Sue and 
Christine who take our meeting minutes for 
both Committee and monthly meetings, 
Carol who presides over each of our 
meetings and Rosemary who makes sure the 
bills are paid, we have floats and SumUp 
availability for our fundraisers and the 
endless tasks to do with Santander, IFE’s, and 
all things money related.  Thank you also to 
all of our volunteers who bake, make 
sandwiches, plan our events, and give up 
their time to help fundraise.  

This year the committee provided and 
annual report, please contact 
stroudevesec@hampshirewi.org if you have 
not received one.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

June 

2 – Committee - 7⭐ @1800 

4 – NFWI AGM – Virtual Only 

9 – “Something for Everyone” celebrity speaker 
Rowan Suart 

18 – Orchestra Teas (afternoon only) - Festival 
Hall @1430 

July 

7 – Committee - 7⭐ @1800 

14 – “Shanties and Sea Songs” OPEN MEETING, 
Blue & White theme! 

August 

4 – Committee- 7⭐ @1800 

11 – “A Conspiracy History of the World” with 
Andy Thomas OPEN MEETING 

September 

1 – Committee- 7⭐ @1800 

8 – Wine tasting and cheese pairing 

October 

6 - Committee- 7⭐ @1800 

November 

3 – Committee- 7⭐ @1800 

10 – Charity Fashion Show 

11 – John Lewis Shopping Evening @1730 

December 

1 – Committee- 7⭐ @1800 

8 – Christmas celebration 



 

  

ISSUE 16 | JUNE 2026   

ORCHESTRA TEAS 

We’re delighted to share that we’ve once again 
been invited to support the Petersfield Orchestra 
on 18 June, providing a beautifully prepared 
afternoon tea for their rehearsal break. It’s 
always a pleasure to be involved, and our 
contribution is genuinely appreciated by the 
musicians, who look forward to it every year. 

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone who has 
already offered to bake, bring food, or lend a 
hand on the day. Your generosity and 
enthusiasm make events like this possible. 

 

P4 

AGM (cont’d) 

Jenny Milner-Smith was voted in as our 
new President with Christine Hayward 
(treasurer) and Leah Newland (secretary) 
appointed to their respective roles from 
the committee. Jenny’s first official duty 
was to welcome Rob Driscoll “The 
Balloon Man” who was a delightful 
entertainer. He took us through an 
information filled session all about 
balloons from manufacture to recycling, 
and balloon sizes. He showed us easy-to-
do first balloon shapes and how he 
makes his creations special for recipients. 
We were wowed by his art and his live 
creations which were raffled out to lucky 
members. In addition to entertainment 
and AGM, we drew the annual Denman 
Bursary award, congratulations go out to 
Connie Caudrey, this year’s winner.  
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ORCHESTRA TEAS 

We’re delighted to share that we’ve once again 
been invited to support the Petersfield Orchestra 
on 18 June, providing a beautifully prepared 
afternoon tea for their rehearsal break. It’s 
always a pleasure to be involved, and our 
contribution is genuinely appreciated by the 
musicians, who look forward to it every year. 

A heartfelt thank-you to everyone who has 
already offered to bake, bring food, or lend a 
hand on the day. Your generosity and 
enthusiasm make events like this possible. 

 

P4 

AGM (cont’d) 

Jenny Milner-Smith was voted in as our 
new President with Christine Hayward 
(treasurer) and Leah Newland (secretary) 
appointed to their respective roles from 
the committee. Jenny’s first official duty 
was to welcome Rob Driscoll “The 
Balloon Man” who was a delightful 
entertainer. He took us through an 
information filled session all about 
balloons from manufacture to recycling, 
and balloon sizes. He showed us easy-to-
do first balloon shapes and how he 
makes his creations special for recipients. 
We were wowed by his art and his live 
creations which were raffled out to lucky 
members. In addition to entertainment 
and AGM, we drew the annual Denman 
Bursary award, congratulations go out to 
Connie Caudrey, this year’s winner.  
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Our members were delighted with 
the recent trip to London!   A bright 
spring day in London set the 
perfect scene for a truly 
memorable outing as eighteen 
members of Stroud Evening WI, 
joined by a few invited friends, 
travelled to the capital to see 
Queen Elizabeth II: Her Life in Style 
at The King’s Gallery, Buckingham 
Palace.  

From start to finish, the day felt 
special. The committee had 
thoughtfully organised every detail 
— from securing exhibition tickets 
to arranging a comfortable minibus 
with convenient pickup and 
drop-off points — making the 
journey smooth, relaxed, and 

Under glorious sunshine, spirits 
were high as we arrived at the 
gallery. Inside, members were 
captivated by the exquisite 
display of the late Queen’s 
wardrobe: iconic ensembles, 
beautifully tailored coats, 
sparkling evening gowns, and the 
craftsmanship that defined a 
lifetime of public service. Many 
commented on how moving it 
was to see these garments up 
close, each one carrying a story 
of duty, elegance, and history. 

Lunch was enjoyed picnic-style, 
with members unpacking their 
sandwiches and flasks in a 
cheerful cluster — and the day 
held one more surprise.  
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